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Students raise scholarship money with DPAC
performances of ‘Hamilton’ and classic pop songs

By Celia McRae and Natasha Townsend
Durham VOICE Staff Writers

The words, “You can do it” reverberated
through Tiffany Agerston’s head.

She never forgot those words of encour-
agement, spoken by her chorus teachers in
an effort to get Agerston to share her sing-
ing talent at the annual “An Evening of En-
tertainment” (EOE) put on by the Durham
Public  Schools. Agerston eventually
braved the microphone alone and sang her
own solos as a performer in high school.
She would later speak the same words to
her students as a chorus teacher at Hillside
High School.

“Just having the teachers on the sidelines,
it’s really encouraging, and that’s what
brought me back every time, and it made
me feel like I can really do this,” Agerston
said. Agerston is one of the few chorus
teachers that is responsible for teaching
over 500 student performers in “An Eve-
ning of Entertainment”, held at the Durham
Performing Arts Center. The Feb. 8 perfor-
mance featured elementary school students
singing and dancing to Michael Jackson’s
hit “Thriller,” middle school students act-
ing to a song from the popular musical
“Hamilton” and high school students pay-
ing tribute to Queen and Aretha Franklin.

Associate Producer Terry Summers Hall
opened the show by asking the audience to
close their eyes and imagine a magical world
with amazing music. The students delivered
on this image by kicking off the night with a
performance of “The Greatest Show.”

“We usually get new students, but we have
students that have done this since elementa-
ry school, so to see them grow in early grade
classes, and now they’re in high school, it’s
an amazing thing,” Agerston said.

Veteran performer Chelsea Rose, a
16-year-old sophomore at Durham School
of the Arts, has grown through the pro-
gram. She began performing in fifth grade.
For her fifth year in the program she sang a
solo in Aretha Franklin’s “Think.” Musical
theater was her first love, she said.

“It was so much fun being able to be
an 1l-year-old in DPAC and being on
the stage with your friends and sing and
dance,” Rose said.

But there’s more to the program than
meets the eye. The proceeds go toward
scholarships for college-bound Durham high
school seniors. Last year’s performance pro-
vided 23 students with scholarships.

Khamryn McEachin is a recipient of
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a senior at Southern School of Energy and Sustainability, said her passion is
singing and dancing and she loves performing.

one of those scholarships. The 18-year-
old UNC-Chapel Hill freshman graduated
from Hillside High School. His scholarship
gave him $1,000 to buy textbooks, he said.

He remembers finding out he won the
scholarship while listening to a voicemail
from his school principal, he said. The
soon-to-be graduate had applied to many
other scholarships, and when he heard the
voicemail, he and his mom replayed the
message a few times.

“When the scholarship came out, I had
just found out about UNC, so it felt like it
was meant to be,” McEachin said.

Agerston said the program also teaches
students how to practice, collaborate and be
a part of a large production. Every year on
the night of the performance, she sees some
of the students she performed with in years
past. Her memories of performing with her
friends flood back, and she feels more con-
nected to the school system and community
she grew up in. “It’s powerful,” she said.

Agerston loves that EOE helps students
broaden their horizons.

“For the kids to come together and meet
students from other schools who love mu-
sic just as much as they do, that really feeds
my soul,” she said.

The songs performed by the high school
girls are Agerston’s favorite year after year.

“They have an Aretha Franklin tribute
that the community should watch out for,
it’s going to be amazing,” she said the night

before the show.

The students proved her right. Varyssa
Henderson, 17, belted out a solo in Frank-
lin’s “Think” alongside other high school
girls, including Chelsea Rose and Kioka
Blake, 17.

For Henderson, this year marks her last
performance with EOE. She will be grad-
uating this spring from Riverside High
School after performing in EOE every year
since fourth grade.

“I don’t really get nervous about it be-
cause it’s nothing to be nervous about, it’s
really just like an exciting rush,” Hender-
son said. “I don’t know how else to de-
scribe it, I love it.”

Henderson said she is applying for an
EOE scholarship this year. In 2016, her
sister won a scholarship and now attends
North Carolina A&T State University.

“It’s going to be a struggle for my mom
to have to go through it by herself, so win-
ning the scholarship, no matter how much
money, would just be such a blessing,”
Henderson said. “It will make me cry.”

If Henderson wins the scholarship, she
hopes to pursue musical theater in college
and beyond.

“When we start singing, there’s nothing
else like it,” Henderson said. “It’s not like
I’m singing here at Riverside you know,
it’s like taking a small portion of my family
and adding hundreds to it.”



