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1947 hit musical ‘Swing School’ returns
Wendell Tabb brings John Gattis’ production back to life at
Hillside High with a modern Broadway-style show 50 years later

Director Wendell Tabb leads the students in a prayer on opening night before “Hallelujah! Swing School” premieres. The show ran
from Feb. 15-17. (Staff photo by Will Shropshire)
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“Mr. G’s Swing School” brings the proDaniella Ochman, a senior who played
After 47 years, “Swing School,” a
duction into 2019, with new scenes and
the character of Aaliyah, the stage mancommunity favorite production for many
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decades, returns to the stage at Hillside
Americans, especially those from North
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School tradition that John Gattis, the
look back at how they had structured their place to express themselves on stage.
founder of Hillside’s drama department,
shows from beginning to end,” Tabb said.
Emani Eaglin, the assistant director
brought to the school in 1947 with his
who played Riley in the production, said
production “Mr. G’s Swing School.”
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to be on the stage at Hillside. So being
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